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converts at a distance, and for harrying the very strongholds of Free Trade, it was at the General Election after the temporary National Government. Because of the magnitude of the interests at stake and because the Conservative leader had neither the power nor the prestige to lead, the opposite course was taken. Having sworn to the temporary nature of the first National administration the point of interest had to be the behaviour of Mr. Baldwin when the crisis was found to be, as he already knew it, interminable, He knew that forty years of right policy could not unravel the thirty years of entanglement* His speeches up to 1923 showed that he knew the proper course to adopt; his speeches since 1923 showed on the contrary that he was no longer the disciple of Joseph Chamberlain but the shadow of Mr. Asquith.
At the close of September the temporary nature of the first National Government caused people to look ahead. Talk was widespread about the necessity for a General Election and the idea of a properly constituted National Government gained ground. On the a8th Sir Edward Grigg had written a letter to The Times, which had provoked comment* The Times itself had approved. There must come, however, a time shortly when the letter in question and the temper of that particular moment will be looked back on with amazement. " We need a National Government with clear aims, rather than a National Government with confused ones/' was but a sample of the commonplaces that padded out Sir Edward Grigg's lengthy epistle* To have asked at that moment, when a Coalition ceased to be a Coalition, and when men whose opinions had differed over a lifetime ceased to be confused in their common judgment, would have been impolitic. The sentiment for the moment appealed to the most responsible figures in public life. It was the product of a summer of backstair gossip, The advantages of Liberal-Unionism had been again weighed and intrigue had been directed to bringing such a state of affairs into existence. The experiment, so disastrous earlier in the